
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
March 13, 2022 
Reading I 
Gn 15:5-12, 17-18 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14. 

R. (1a)  The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 
Reading II 
Phil 3:17—4:1 

 
Gospel 
Lk 9:28b-36 

Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up the mountain to pray. While he was 
praying his face changed in appearance and his clothing became dazzling white. And 
behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and 
spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his 
companions had been overcome by sleep, but becoming fully awake, they saw his glory 
and the two men standing with him. As they were about to part from him, Peter said to 
Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here; let us make three tents, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.” But he did not know what he was saying. While he was still 
speaking, a cloud came and cast a shadow over them, and they became frightened when 
they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my chosen 
Son; listen to him.” After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. They fell silent and 
did not at that time tell anyone what they had seen. 
 

HOMILY: 

 

[The first chapter of In His Spirit established the importance of seeing ourselves as the Bible 

describes us, as persons created in God’s image and capable of receiving the Holy Spirit, the very 

life of God, within our spirits, to give us life and to work in and through us to direct our lives. 

Understanding the Holy Spirit begins by understanding the Spirit of God moves in us and through 

us as God’s power in the world.  This week’s chapter, chapter 2, asks the question:  Now that we 

know where to find the Holy Spirit (within our spirits), what is the Biblical vision of how to 

recognize the movement of the Spirit within us? Fr. Hauser offers three answers:  As unitive love 

(in our hearts), as Wisdom (in our mind), and as strength of will (in our bodies).  More about this in 

a minute, but first…] 

 

The eyes of the world are naturally focused on Ukraine, though, as we have heard, other parts of the 

world (for example, Myanmar (Burma)) too are afflicted by violence and warfare.  Listen to these 

words, directed to the students and faculty of a seminary in New York City, from a partner 

institution in Ukraine:“Dear Friends, Just a few words. Yes, Russian Federation is shelling many 

places and cities. This is a full-scale war. Kyiv is also under attack. We are safe as of now. Faculty, 

students, missionaries, and refugees from the east are with us. We are receiving refugees from 

Eastern cities even though Russia is bombing an airport near the seminary. We use basements at 

the campus as shelters. Please, pray for us and stay with Ukraine. Please, do not leave us alone.” 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/genesis/15?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/27?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/3?17
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/9?28


 

So…with this plea for prayers—how do we expect God to intervene?  The short answer is that 

God’s intervention in the world is by and through the Holy Spirit—always.  So, our prayer is a 

prayer for God’s spirit to come and effect a change.  And…remembering that God’s spirit enters 

human minds, hearts and even bodies, and remembering that war is always a human act, we are 

asking, in our prayers for peace in Ukraine—and everywhere else—that God’s Spirit enter human 

hearts, minds, and bodies, and move them to conversion.  And since they are prayers to the Holy 

Spirit, we pray: 

 

Holy Spirit, enter the hearts of perpetrators and victims of war with Your love that unites 

humanity in your love.  For, first [Hauser points out that] the Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit as a 

UNIFIER.  For, when we are filled with God’s love, we are impelled to desire the good of others 

and to find unity in God’s love for all persons.  We pray:  May God’s love convert the hearts of 

those set on violence to peace and justice.  May Your love comfort those who suffer human 

wickedness with an overpowering conviction that, when others hate them, they are beloved of God.  

Come, Love of God! 

 

Holy Spirit, enter the minds of perpetrators and victims of war with Your wisdom that reveals the 

truth of the dignity and sacredness of each human person. For, [Hauser points out,] the Bible next 

speaks of the Holy Spirit as an ENLIGHTENER, a bearer of divine wisdom to the minds of 

people. With the pure insanity of war, we need wisdom to bring us to our senses!  And those victims 

in the path of the confusion and chaos of war need to be shown the way.  When we are filled with 

divine wisdom, war is unthinkable!   We pray:  May Your wisdom come to unite our minds in 

Your plan that each human being born has a right to life and dignity and freedom from violence.  

Convert minds from schemes of war and victims from despair to confidence that they are beloved of 

God. Come, wisdom of God! 

 

Holy Spirit, enter the very bodies and wills of perpetrators and victims of war with your strength 

to choose the good.  For the Bible also speaks of the Holy Spirit as an ENABLER, a strength to 

empower us for the good, and not for evil.  Since war is a choice, fill those set on war with the 

power to resist this wickedness.  In particular, we pray, give soldiers ordered to war the power to 

say no—no matter the cost. And fill the bodies of those wounded by war with your healing power 

and enable them to rise to new life.  Convert all to a new will and power to protect life and rise to 

life.  Come, strength of God! 

 

The Spirit of God, above all, transfigures humanity into Glory. In today’s gospel, the power of 

God enters the humanity of Jesus and transfigures him into a radiance of Glory—a radiance of 

divine love, wisdom and power.  And before this, the disciples become fully awake with the 

wisdom of understanding and with awe at the power and love of God.  Before this display of divine 

glory, human efforts cease and they “fall silent.” May we too fall silent before the confusion of war 

and instead confidently and prayerfully call upon God’s glory—His presence—that is love, wisdom, 

and strength, that is the Holy Spirit. 

 

It’s tempting to look at the world and despair—but the Holy Spirit as a unifier, enlightener, and 

enabler is ready to enter human hearts, minds and bodies and transfigure them in the glorious image 

of God-with-us: Jesus.  So, let us pray for peace to enter our world, one human heart at a time AND 

many human hearts at a time, by filling them with divine Love, divine Wisdom, and divine Power 

that will not tolerate the human offense that is war….Our Father… 


